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Study of emergency medical services in regard to structure and financing of ambulance services on state and local levels

Mark Newman

Oklahoma State Department of Health

· Provided an Overview of the Subject through multiple handouts

· Structure and Financing of Ambulance Services
· OSDH Budget Status Report: Trauma
· Oklahoma EMS Agency Service Areas Map
· HB 1888 Resources Spreadsheet
· Oklahoma Emergency Response System Stabilization and Improvement Revolving Fund History
· Historical OSDH Trauma Fund Expenses
· 2008 Trauma Fund Distribution Reports
· 2009 Trauma Fund Distribution Reports
· 2010 Trauma Fund Distribution Reports
· 2011 Trauma Fund Distribution Report
Danny Duncan

County Commissioner, Delaware County District 1

· Provided Delaware County 3’s perspective through a PowerPoint Presentation

· Delaware County District 3
· Advocated authorizing Districts to adopt funding measures; noted countywide interests may not yield consensus

Mark Sanders

County Commissioner, Noble County

· Identified the unwillingness of private utilities to collect a utilities subscription adopted by a municipality

· Advocated authorizing counties to adopt and collect subscriptions

Frank Colburn

Cleora Emergency Medical Services Trust

· Provided Written Testimony 

· Rural EMS - The view from Cleora
· Identified the primary hurdle to successful implementation is establishing a long term stable funding source

Jim Grieff

Prague City Manager

· Provided Written Testimony

· Lincoln County Cities and Ambulance Services' Perspective
· Advocated for subscription fees at the certified response area level

Chuck Hall

Mayor of Perry

· Applauded HB 1888 and its empowerment of municipalities with regarding rural EMS, but expressed disappointment  in the lack of compliance by some counties

· Advocated amending the legislation to include “teeth” to force county compliance with HB 1888

Bud Ground,

American Electric Power

· Expressed concern with any effort that would force private utility companies to collect any fee on behalf of a government subdivision

· Customers could mistakenly identify the private utility as the source of the fee increase even if no part of the fee were adopted or retained by the private utility

· Communicated that private utilities are neither the cause nor the fix for rural EMS difficulties in the state. 

Paul Renfro,

Oklahoma Gas and Electric

· Believed that even if it were deemed proper for private utilities to collect a fee on behalf of a government subdivision; the actual accounting and collection of such fee would be problematic for the utility.

Kent Power

Johnson County EMS

· Desires greater assistance from OSDH EMS Division

Joe Barrett

Bryant County EMS

· Believes EMS must do a better job of marketing itself to the public; people to often assume EMS is going to be available and do not view it in the same way they do public safety; therefore, the public is less likely to advocate for EMS funding

· Believes over regulation adding to the costs of providing EMS which is already subject to funding obstacles

Traci Walker

Atoka Ambulance Services

· Desires a State EMS entity, whose primary focus is to support and facilitate adequate EMS delivery

Jim Johnson and Greg Reid

Oklahoma Ambulance Association

· Refers the audience to the 2007 Governor’s Taskforce Report

· 522 funding model is now outdated

· Utility assessment structure is desirable

· Believes it is not merely the communities responsibility to provide EMS, but also a State responsibility

· Believes a regionalization of rural administration, training and dispatch would increase efficiencies and reduce costs

· Approves of the efforts of HB 1888 and SB1918

Gina Riggs

Kiamichi Technology Centers

· Alerts the committee to the adoption of new National Standards Guidelines and required related actions that need to be taken by OSDH

· Informs the committee of manpower needs and the timeline for required accreditation of some of our teaching centers

· Would like to see greater utilization by OSDH of the recommendations made by the ERSDACommittee

Ron Feller

Air Evac Life Team

· Believes the coverage map provided by OSDH masks areas that are underserved, and that there is great disparity in the adequacy of coverage within certain districts

· Alerts that in certain situations air evac is utilized not because it is medically necessary but because it is the fastest way to reach an isolated underserved area, and that drives cost
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